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LOBBYING YOUR POSITION
Datamyne is a high-tech information provider that operates the world’s largest searchable
database on international trade. Until recently, however, Datamyne had been unable to collect key
export data on ocean carrier cargo from the Customs and Border Protection (CBP). Datamyne was
legally entitled to the information and its main competitor already enjoyed exclusive access, but
logistics and security issues prevented Datamyne from actually obtaining the materials.
Government relations professionals with Cozen O’Connor’s Public Strategies group mounted a
sophisticated government relations campaign to persuade members of Congress and executive
agencies that Datamyne must be granted equal access. The company’s goal was not simply to get
the data, but also to build a closer relationship with the CBP. In the end, Cozen O’Connor
negotiated Datamyne’s entry into a pilot program that gives it access to the target dataset. In
addition, the CBP just invited Datamyne to work on another project together, which speaks to the
cooperative dynamic that has been established between the two entities.
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“The people Robert Freeman knows and has dealt with in
and around the halls of Congress have a lot of respect for
him. There was no time that we were trying to see
someone who we couldn’t get in to see. He has an
impressive network and real understanding of the
machinations of Washington.”
Brendan McCahill,
Chief Exective O icer Datamyne
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